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I remember just a year ago, signing the
visitors’ book for the AWC at the Yokohama
Forum. As I recall, it was my first encounter
with the AWC, its activities, and the devoted
voluntary staff members who all seemed very
happy and content with what they were doing,
There was a special feeling in the air and as I
moved on from one picture to another at the
exhibition, I realized that what was in the air was
a feeling of motherly love. What was portrayed
through the voluntary staff members was an
image of a mother, loving and caring her child just
as any mother would her own child. It was so
natural and the simplicity touched the mother in
me. What [ left as my message in the visitor's
book was, “I wish I could be part of this voluntary
group.” No sooner had I realized the message
was indeed a message to myself.

So, here [ am today, a proud member of the
AWC, learning the ABC's of voluntary work
Preparing for this year’s exhibition and
symposium helped me learn not only about the
problems the children of tribal villages are facing,
but also problems in other countries and how the
different countries combat these problems.
Thanks to the young members of AWC, who
spent many hours gathering information from
embassies of various countries and summarizing
it all in one huge world map. Aside from the

knowledge gained through the preparation of this
event, this year’s exhibition and symposium has
certainly left us with a great gift along the
way...AYA (AWC Youth Association), a group of
young girls brought together as one under one
declaration, AYA's Declaration!

And thus, with the birth of AYA, AWC now
portrays an image of a mother’s love embraced
and supported by the power of young people who
will some day become mothers themselves.
What more can we ask for?!

A, Hiwatashi
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